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THE NEW POBLENOU

A working class neighbourhood per excellence, forged during the industrial revolution
in the 19th century and witness to the country's first railway, Poblenou is experiencing
yel another technology driven transformation. Its large warehouses are giving way (o
skyscrapers, museums, art galleries and loft apartments. Whether on a large or small
scale, cultural production and diffusion are now the symbols of identity of the new
Poblenou.

After decades daveted to the indusiries that
brovght fame Lo the aity of Barcelorn (textiles
chermicals, metalurgy, four L) Poblenou zaw
howe the constrction of the Slympic Port and
the Slympic Yillage transformed s seatront,
facilitating access tnits beaches. Howeover, large
argas inlard remained emoty, degraces or un-
darased, A pow teckrological revelution and Lhe
momerturm of Lhe Sty Coundi have enabled
dazens of telecammurinalions, audiavisiial and
service companies 1o group togelhen wihal is
ko as the 22 i District arcung Jeap “ouvels
wanic Aghar Tower, The srea belme the Placn de
e Glories and the Diagonal has beer Lsken oear
by large corporatons with spoctacular skyscran-
ure (hy Barcelona standaros] that altract our
paze ppwards, DLt the district still marfozls Lz
bacaidd, rebellicus and lisertaran spisil i the mnany
arl-orienled spaces tnat fioursh ab prooed level.
Wilh the sarme structure as the cily conba's Lix
ample, Lhe area that loefans Cerda called 1o7ia
rots plans from =8gs firady conserved 175 popu
AT mame Posic Mo [New Town b, 5o called be
Fause 1 wds A oW part of the oty lozated aat
sicder e walls that grew due to ks proginnty to
the port, the sea (imost of the industres nak 5ot
up thera needed water for Lhaor functioning or fn
get ol of wasted and, later onin 1848 La Lhe rail
wiay lines 1ts late planriag meaant tazt through-
aut the 1ath certury industsy and Fousmg grew
tagether thanks tolow land costs, obfiging the
winrker residents to organise i arder 1o grotect
themseelves Nom 1he annayances and pollition
poncrated by industry, which were not wierated
in pther parts of the city,

CREATIVE SPIRIT

The old textile tackaries, I'he fiFat to Use steam

tor drivie thoor mackines, are o large warshous-
ing spanes hossing rehearsal spaces {La Mau
Alavn, 30 wwew lanaubon 02) audio ano it
recarding studios (Nomara 57, Passatge Klzin, 3
Swawsinomadaszeam) and cmblematic spaces
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for creatian bke La Escocesa (Pere |V, 145
wrve lzescoresaarg) and Fundaeid Palo Alta
[Pollares 30-381, one of whose occupants is the
wieli-kriown designer Javier Mariscal, with his
weltaming Cantina arid his periodic open days.
BD {Ramon Turra, 126/ wwow bodbarce lona.com’
i given over toontenion deaign anid Dee Bee Cre-
atives (Puades, o5 4 wwealeebesgroup.com)
1o contemgparary art. You can enjoy concorts and
ek Al the cormpact Bl Niw (AImaiavers
Fwowwiniubencom) and La Plataforma [ Pu
ades, 0, baixos 2 /o weswtlaplataformahoacom)
a5 well o5 at Centre Civic Can Felipa (anww
cotanfelipacat) —loak cut for its adjoining bar
=ood 15 alsp the focus at Food Cultura | Joan
daustria, 88, baios /S wwefoodoukura.crgl a
cunous astablishment samewhere botwoon pop
arid kitsch oedicates ta bringing 2rhistic expre-

bl

ol 1]

FUNDACIO
VILA CASAS

sen tacfood cultace, At Can Framis (Horonat
1126 F wael fundaciovilacasas.com), we can
fincd a solid and interventionist examale af 4 con-
temporary art muscum lacated inan old testile
factary. &lso ina more institutional vein, though
ro less interesting tor that, IAAL (wwewoaar.
net) which s a research and ecucation certre
far advanced architectine oftering leading-cdpe
temporary exhibitions and the BAL (o ban
cat} design schaood,

COMMERCIAL SPIRIT

The cormmercial actvity in streers like Rambla
del Pobie Mou {Sackbone of the neghbourtboon)
ane Maria Aguils (with the same firtatioos com
mercial favenr as the rest of the area) deman-
strate the strong yet cutward-locaking whasyn-
crasies of tha inhalilanis af Poblencu able to

maiatain traditicnal estabhshmerts lise horchaza
selicr El Tio Ché (Rambla de Foblenou 44, La
Pubilla del Tawlat (Maria Aguld, 13008 bodega
fownded i 1886, and the emblematic Els Pes-
cadors (Flaca Prim, 1)t 2 historcal restaurant ir
one of the most beauliful ant mest overlcoked
corners of 1he city, and ana of the tew souanes
Lhat are still impregrated with the lavours of
the Mediter-ancan, W's warth a loak even i anly
frem cuteide. Alangside these, we can ting more
Lontermporary style establishiments like the shop
for mathars-to-he La Mama Vaca {Maris Apein,
114}, Restauramte DO2 by Hermanos Torres =1
Hotel Me (Fare IV, 272-285), Japaness resta

rant El Japonés @22 ( Ayida, Ciaganal, 1770 and
Mebko [Pujades, 121 ) or those offering 2 1
an Catalan cuisine lke Can Recasens [Ramila
Pobienau) and Sigarra {Ramon Turrd, 201)
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