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Another Week
in Football
Joining Barney Griffiths
this week to discuss all
the action on and off the
pitch are Ben Pugley,
Ernest Macià and
James McGrath

Today from 7.10 pm

POINT MADE

An agreement in danger

Pilar Esteban

In 1985 the Schengen agreement was signed, one of the European
Union’s greatest successes, allowing its citizens to move freely be-
tween member states without the need for a passport. However,
the refugee crisis is bringing the continuance of this right into
question. It is true that this crisis has shown that the Schengen
treaty needs to be reformed, but there is also the need for a policy
to combat people trafficking and defend the human rights of those
who are forcibly displaced. The member states have to learn to
cede power because the refugee crisis is no passing phase; it could
go on for years yet. And the EU will have to reach global agree-
ments based on the principles of solidarity and cooperation.

FACES OF THE DAY
MAYOR OF BARCELONA

Ada Colau
New aspirations
With only eight months under her belt as mayor of the
Catalan capital, Colau is now heading the creation of a
new political group that aspires to govern Catalonia.-+=

-+=

PRESIDENT OF EGYPT

Abdelfatah Al-Sissi
Egyptian winter continues
Five years after the Arab Spring and the fall of president
Mubarak, hope of real change has been quashed by the
repression and violence of the Al-Sissi government.

Barcelona en Comú has
promoted the formation
of a new leftwing party in
Catalonia, with ICV, EUiA
and Podem. Barcelona
mayor, Ada Colau, did not
provide a name yesterday
in her general call to the
Catalan left to begin the
debate “to configure the
new political space”,
which the local and gen-
eral elections showed now
exists in Catalonia. “With-
out rushing but with de-
termination,” was her
prescription, although
Barcelona en Comú is al-
ready making plans to
hold a constituent as-
sembly for the new party
in a few months’ time.

Barcelona en Comú will
provide the electoral and

organisational model for
the new group, with the
inclusion of non-party
aligned activists. The gen-
eral nature of the call does
not hide an implicit warn-
ing about the possible
temptation to hold on to

party initials from the
likes of ICV and EUiA.
Party identities must be
left behind. Yet, it is not
about renouncing the
“great experience and his-
tory of all” but En Comú
Podem showed in the 20-

D general election that the
Catalan left is capable of
weaving “fraternal al-
liances with the rest of the
peoples of Spain”. The
head of the party’s electo-
ral list in the general elec-
tion, Xavier Domènech,
pointed out that En Comú
Podem won the election in
Catalonia by proposing a
referendum on self-deter-
mination in an election in
which the PSC had its
worst result in its history.

Colau says the project
to form a new party was
not cooked up in the HQs
of ICV, EUiA and Podem,
and that each party will
have to decide whether it
wants to form part. Also,
the mayor of Barcelona
denied that there had
been any explicit dialogue
with the CUP party to ex-
plore the project. ■

Xavier Miró
BARCELONA

En Comú urges new party
a Mayor of Barcelona Ada Colau proposes a new political group with ICV, EUiA
and Podem to bring the Catalan leftwing parties together under one name

En Comú leaders Colau and Domènech arriving at the news
conference yesterday to review the political situation ■ EFE

WADA extends
doping agreement
with Hospital Mar

Former Catalan culture min-
ister Ferran Mascarell has ac-
cepted the offer of Generalitat
president, Carles Puigdemont,
to become the Catalan gov-
ernment’s delegate in Madrid,
the Agència Catalana de No-
tícies reported yesterday. He
will take up the post that has
been empty since July after
Josep Maria Bosch resigned
following the split of the CiU
coalition. He became culture
minister in 2010. ■ STAFF

WEATHER

Jean-Michel Jarre
comeback set for
Sónar festival

As long as it does not rain
today, Wednesday will equal
the longest period without
rain since records began. The
Observatori Fabra in Barce-
lona has the oldest surviving
metrological records, which
put the longest period without
rain as 85 days in 1928. The
Servei Meterològic de Catalu-
nya does not forecast rain and
with no rain since November
4, the record is likely to be
broken this week. ■ J.P.

French music producer and
composer Jean-Michel Jarre,
a pioneer in the development
of electronic music and the
use of synthesisers, has
chosen the Sónar festival in
Barcelona to make his live
comeback. Jarre will premiere
his new show on June 17, per-
forming tracks from his nine
albums, including his biggest
hits. The Sónar concert will be
the only one the musician will
perform in Spain. ■ STAFF

Barça face Athletic Bilbao yet
again tomorrow at Camp Nou
in the return leg of the last 16
of the Copa del Rey with a 2-1
advantage. That victory over
the Basques on Jan 20 came
three days after Barcelona
had thrashed Athletic 6-0 at
home in the league. Such a
scoreline is hardly expected
tomorrow when the teams
kick off at 9.30pm looking to
secure a berth in the semi-
finals of the cup. ■ STAFF

SOCIETY

Mascarell accepts
offer to become
Madrid delegate

The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) and the Insti-
tut Hospital del Mar d’Investi-
gacions Mèdiques (IMIM)
have renewed their cooper-
ation agreement until 2020.
The agreement accredits the
Catalan research centre as
the only one able to prepare
material for use in the 34 offi-
cial anti-doping laboratories in
the world. The agreement will
also see a million euros in-
vested in the centre. ■ STAFF

SPORTCULTURE

Barça and Athletic
vie for a place in
Copa semi-final

Lack of rain set to
break longest dry
period on record

POLITICS

Mascarell served as culture
minister under Mas ■ A.P.

Daniel Giralt-Miracle, cu-
rator of L’art de col·lec-
cionar series at the Funda-
ció Vila Casas, is right
when he says that the col-
lection of perfumer Er-
nesto Ventós is one of the
most remarkable in the
world. It is a collection
open to the senses, in par-
ticular the sense of smell.
Contemplating the works
in the collection olorVIS-

UAL is an experience that
goes beyond stopping at
an exhibit for a few sec-
onds. The text by the art-
ist must be read to under-
stand the aromas created
by the collector.

Ventós has collected for
38 years, but only modern
works, as he says old art
has no smell: “MNAC and
the Prado do not smell
of anything.” The Ventós
collection will be on dis-
play at the Can Framis
museum until April 3. ■

Montse Frisach
BARCELONA

A marriage of art and
aroma at Can Framis

Ventós sniffs an essence he made for the work Vasya 2 ■ E.P.
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